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                         Great books help you understand, and they help you feel understood. 
- John Green

Mrs. Daina Weber - Rm. 603
English/Theatre Teacher



dweber@sandi.net 




858-496-8370 ext. 4603


SCT website: www.sandi.net/kearnysct 

Course Description: 

English: In accordance with the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts, 9th grade English is a reading, writing, speaking, and listening intensive course designed to integrate basic writing conventions and vocabulary skills with higher-level analysis and evaluative skills.  
AVID: In accordance with AVID Secondary curriculum, 9th grade AVID will incorporate teaching/learning methodologies in the critical areas of Writing to Learn, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization, and Reading to Learn.
Course Objectives:

English:
Reading Informational Text and Literature:

Students will be able to:

· Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text
· Determine the author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance point of view or purpose.

· Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums, determining which details are emphasized in each account.

· Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.

· Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

· Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

· Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment.

Writing:
Students will be able to:
· Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

· Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

· Use technology, including the internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

· Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

· Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; asses the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
· Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening:

Students will be able to:
· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
· Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
· Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
· Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
· Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
AVID: 

Students will participate in:

· Cornell Note-Taking

· Learning Logs

· Quickwrites/Reflections

· Process Writing

· Peer Evaluations

· Authentic Writing

· Skilled Questioning Techniques

· Costa’s Levels of Thinking

· Socratic Seminars

· Tutorials

· Investigations

· Guiding Questions

· Philosophical Chairs

· Group Activities and Projects

· Peer Editing and Groups

· Service Learning Projects

· Organizational Tools

· Calendars, Planners, and Agendas

· Graphic Organizers

· Project Planning and SMART Goals

· Deep Reading Strategies

· Vocabulary Building

· Summarizing

· Reciprocal Teaching

Class Environment:
Our classroom environment will be based on an atmosphere of mutual respect.  Our intent is to model and uphold ideals of honesty and integrity. We will promote accountability for personal standards and will effectively collaborate in an effort to achieve our common class goal of growth.
Expectations

*  Follow ALL directions first time asked

*  Be in your seat and prepared to work when the bell rings

*  No Electronics in the classroom...

    items will be confiscated and given to the principal to   

    return to your parents

*  Cell phone OFF and out of site
*  Keep our classroom clean... dispose of trash and

   recyclables in proper bins

*  No food (water is ok)
*  No student is allowed to disrupt the learning of others

*  Students are to keep all hands, feet and confrontational 

    comments to themselves

*  Follow all district, school and classroom rules/policies

Consequences (in order)
*  Warning/time-out at teacher discretion

*  Detention (time determined by teacher) and parent 

    contact
*  Additional detention (time determined by teacher) and 

    parent contact
*  Referral and/or parent/team conference and/or parent

    shadow

PLEASE NOTE: Anything of a serious or violent nature, a zero-tolerance infraction, or any on-going/severe problem will result in immediate referral with possible suspension or expulsion from SCT.
Performance Evaluations:

Writing, reading, and oral presentations will be assessed through the use of rubrics given out ahead of time. Additionally, students who submit writing assignments on or before the deadline can revise and resubmit their work after considering the feedback provided.
Homework Policy:

Students are subject to receiving homework assignments Monday – Thursday.  Additionally, they will be expected to read at home regularly. Students should log the pages they read as they go as they will be subject to random reading log check-ins. Students may need to use weekends to make up assignments or work on a project. Students are responsible for making up any work they missed due to an excused absence and have one extra day to turn in missing assignments before they are considered late. Late work will only be valued at 75% and may be subject to further deductions due to quality and/or quantity issues.  
Suggested Materials:

Writing utensil

3 - Ring Binder

Reading Log

Independent Reading Book

Planner
Grading:
Performance Evaluation

60%

Homework


20%

In-class Participation

10%

Reading Log


10%

**Students and parents can access grades at any time through student or parent portal via Powerschool.  

Appointments: 
I am usually available before school, during lunch, 4th period prep, and after school for meetings or tutoring. Please do not to hesitate to email or call to schedule an appointment. 

I look forward to working together towards a productive and successful school year. If you have read and understood the course syllabus, please sign below. 
___________________________________



____________________________________

parent or guardian signature




student name printed
___________________________________



____________________________________
parent email address





student email
___________________________________

parent phone number

* Please Note: Information is subject to change. If changes are made, you will receive an updated version.
